LITTLE BIRCH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes

Ordinary meeting held at Little Birch Village Hall on the Monday 1st July 2026 at 7:00pm 

Present:
Councillors (CA) Chris Atkinson (Chair), (SC) Steven Coles, (ND) Nick Deacon, (TP) Tom Palfrey, (KD) Kate Dillon
Also present were: Molly Walters (Parish Clerk) and 1 member of the pubic 



1. To receive apologies for absence – Ward Member Toni Fagan
 
2. To receive declarations of interest & written requests for dispensation – None received. 

3. To approve the minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 15th June 2026 - It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes as a true and proper record of the meeting. The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman. 


4. Open session for members of the public.
4.1 Matters raised by local residents: During the 10 minutes allowed for this item, members of the public present may speak for up to 3 minutes each – No residents present 


5. To receive brief reports from:
5.1 Ward Councillor - Toni Fagan – Not present 

6. West Mercia Police:
6.1 To review and update Parish priorities for quarter 3 of 2026 – It was RESOLVED for the priorities to remain the same as previously set. It was noted for these priorities to be set for the next 12 months. 


7. Footpaths: 
7.1 To review report from Parish Footpaths Officer –  
· Areas on LB21 and LB18 have consistently been mowed by nearby resident. Parish Footpaths Officer and Councillors passed thanks to Roger Hawes for his continued support. 
· Sunken path on LB21 – Water discharging from pipe had eroded the path in places. The PROW Inspector from Herefordshire Council had previously requested the landowner to carry out remedial works. Chris Fowler approached the PROW Team to enquire if the sunken areas could be filled with aggregate stone to improve the surface. The PROW Team noted this could be a viable option and would supply the materials. It was noted that Chris Fowler requested a visit with the PROW inspector to assess if this is a viable option. 
· All of Aconbury and Athelstan could be accessed via gates due to the upgrade of stiles in the area.
· QR code to be printed to be placed on noticeboards for footpaths maps. 
· Interest for an accessibly trail had been reconsidered from Athelstan to Netherwood. This was due to the Netherwood area being easier to access via car and the community feedback noted residents did not want changes to the Athelstan area. 

7.2 To review and consider submitting PROW grant application for Little Birch Parish – Councillors noted the desire for works to be quoted for Chapel Lane. It was RESOLVED to submit the PROW grant application for Little Birch Parish Council, once the quote for Chapel Lane was ready for inclusion in the application. 

7.3 To review and consider submitting PROW grant application for Aconbury Parish – It was noted that Aconbury Parish do not have an established Parish Council and bank account. Therefore, it was RESOLVED for Little Birch Parish Council to submit an application on behalf of Aconbury Parish. 
 
 
8. Planning – To comment on applications for determination by Herefordshire Council – None received. 


9. Finance
 
9.1 To note the bank balance as at 30/06/2026 - £9,816.83
9.2 To review and sign the bank reconciliation as at 30/06/2026 - Clerk noted no income or expenditure was outstanding as of 30/06/2026 and the bank balance was true and proper reflection. The Chair duly signed the reconciliation.

9.3 It was RESOLVED to approve the following payments: 
9.3.1 Clerk Salary as per contract (July 2026)
9.3.2 Clerk July travel expenses (included in payslip) 
9.3.3 Reimbursement to Chris Fowler for materials to assist with installation of two self closing gates on LB16 and LB24 - £20.40 
Resolved: To approve payment of reimbursement to Chris Fowler for the corrected sum of £20.25. The published agenda listed the amount as £20.40, which was noted as a clerical error and corrected at the meeting.

10. To raise matters for the next meeting (no discussion):
· Amalgamation of Aconbury and Little Birch Parish Council 


11. To note the date of the next meeting on Wednesday 2nd September 2026 


Meeting closed at 19:41 


Signed:…………………………..
Date:……………………………..
