


Little Birch Parish Council
Minutes
Extraordinary Meeting held at Little Birch Village Hall on the Wednesday 8th April  2026 at 6:00pm
Present: 
Councillors (CA) Chris Atkinson (Chair),  (SC) Steven Coles, (ND) Nick Deacon, (TP) Tom Palfrey, (KD) Kate Dillon

Molly Walters (Parish Clerk), no members of the public present.

1. To receive apologies for absence – None received. 

2. To receive declarations of interest and written requests for dispensations – None received 

3. To consider minutes of the previous meetings held on the 4th March 2026 - It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes as a true and proper record of the meeting. The minutes were signed by the Chairman.


4. To comment on applications to be determined by Herefordshire Council 
4.1 Planning Consultation - 260721 - Conifers, Holy Thorne Lane, Little Birch, Hereford, Herefordshire HR2 8BB – Councillors RESOLVED to support the planning application. 

5. Herefordshire Council 2026/27 Grant Funding
5.1 To receive an update on Lengthsman funding and agree necessary actions - Clerk advised Lengthsman Grant Funding allocated based on KM of C and U roads across the area. The portion to be facilitated by Herefordshire Council was £456, providing the Parish Council contribute £228. The Lengthsman contract and Annual Maintenance Plan was due to be returned to Herefordshire Council by 15th May 2026. It was noted the Clerk to draft the Annual Maintenance Plan to include 6 maintenance days for the Lengthsman for the 26-27 FY, including £456 funding from Herefordshire Council and £1200 from Parish Council budget. 
5.2 To receive an update on Drainage Grant funding and agree necessary actions - Clerk advised funding was capped at £4000 per application for maintenance works, which did not include gully emptying. Additionally, a further pot of funding for the creation of new assets and features, including installation of culverts, drains and pipes was available. Clerk advised there was no cap on this pot of funding. Applications to be submitted by 17th May 2026. It was noted that a meeting would be arranged with the Lengthsman to obtain quotes for consideration at the May meeting. 
5.3 To receive an update on PROW Grant funding and agree necessary actions - To receive an update on PROW Grant Funding - Clerk advised applications were capped at £5000 and the application deadline was 30th September. It was noted that the Clerk would contact the Footpaths Officer to gain feedback on areas to be submitted for grant funding.  

6.   To raise future agenda items – no discussion:



7.   To note the dates & time of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on Wednesday 6th May 2026

The meeting was closed at 18:40


Signed (Chair) ………………….					Date: ……………………….




