
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

held at Little Birch Village Hall on Wednesday 6th May 2026 at 7:15pm. 

 

Annual Parish Meeting
     
1 Apologies – To note any apologies received - No apologies received. 


2 To note and sign the minutes of Annual Parish Meeting 2025  - The minutes were APPROVED and duly signed by the Chair.


3 To receive Chair of the council Annual Report 


Good evening everyone and welcome.

I’m pleased to present this year’s Chairman’s Report for Little Birch Parish Council.

It has been a year of change for the Parish Council. Most notably, we have had two changes in the position of Parish Clerk. I’m very pleased to welcome Molly Walters as our new Clerk, and we look forward to her bringing some much needed continuity and support to the Parish Council going forward.

We have also seen a change in our Parish Lengthsman, Gareth Jenkins, taking on the role. With his help, the Parish Council was able to make full use of Herefordshire Council’s drainage grant, clearing a number of ditches in key areas across the parish.

With great work, Councillors Steve Coles and Nick Deakin have already put forward an application to Herefordshire Council for more drainage work for 2027.

For a number of years, the Parish Council has worked hard to keep increases in the precept as low as possible. However, this has left us with very limited reserves. After careful consideration, the Parish Council made the decision to increase the precept from £8,000 to £10,000 per year. This was not a decision taken lightly, but it is necessary to ensure the Parish Council remains financially stable and able to meet its responsibilities.

Part of this pressure comes from new requirements under Assertion 10 in the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, which focuses on digital and data compliance. This has meant setting up a new website and email system for the Parish Council.
Councillor Tom Palfrey has taken the lead on this, working with the relevant Governmental approval
registrant to make sure the Parish Council website is fully compliant. So we would like to thank Tom for taking on the responsibility do this.

Another issue the Parish Council now faces is a change in election procedures, which means that if we need to appoint a new councillor, it could come at a considerable cost to the parish.

I would also like to recognise the excellent work of Chris Fowler, our Parish Footpaths Officer. Chris continues to do a fantastic job keeping the footpaths in Little Birch and Aconbury clear and accessible. He has overseen the replacement of unsafe stiles with self-closing gates, making routes more accessible for everyone.

Working with the Much Birch Parish Footpaths Officer, Chris has also produced a map of local footpaths, which we look forward to displaying on our new notice board. In addition, he has organised a number of parish walks this year, all of which have been very well attended.

Thank you, Chris, for your continued dedication and hard work.

I would also like to thank Toni Fagan for her regular attendance at our meetings and for her
informative and helpful reports, which are greatly appreciated by the Parish Council.
Finally, I would like to thank my fellow councillors for their time and commitment, and everyone in the community who contributes to parish life.

Thank you.
Chris Atkinson – Chairman of Little Birch Parish Council 


4 To note any Parish matters raised by electors of the Parish  - No electors were present.  


   
To be signed at the Annual Meeting of the Parish in 2027


Signed……………………


Date……………………………
