


Little Birch Parish Council
Minutes
Annual Parish Council meeting held at Little Birch Village Hall on the Wednesday 6th May 2026 at 7:30pm
Present: 
Councillors (CA) Chris Atkinson (Chair),  (SC) Steven Coles, (ND) Nick Deacon, (TP) Tom Palfrey, (KD) Kate Dillon

Molly Walters (Parish Clerk), Toni Fagan (Ward Member), Chris Fowler (Parish Footpaths Officer) 

1. Election of a Chairman - It was RESOLVED that Cllr Chris Atkinson would be Chair for the coming year, and he SIGNED the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form.
 
2. Election of a Vice Chairman - It was RESOLVED that Cllr Nick Deacon would be Vice Chair for the coming year, and he SIGNED the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form.

3. To receive apologies for absence – None received. 

4. To receive declarations of interest and written requests for dispensations – None received. 

5. To consider minutes of the extraordinary parish meeting on 8th April 2026. - It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes as a true and proper record of the meeting. The minutes were signed by the Chairman.


6. To comment on applications to be determined by Herefordshire Council – None received. 

7. Open Session
7.1 Matters raised by members of the public (limited to 3 minutes per speaker)
7.2 To receive report from Ward Member Toni Fagan

The following was covered in Toni Fagan’s report:

· A new Highways Maintenance Plan has been drafted by Herefordshire Council and will come into effect from 1st June when the transition for the Public Realm contract is taken in house to Herefordshire Council. 
· A new Chief Executive of Herefordshire Council has been appointed to take position at the end of June. 
· A consultation has been published by the Boundary Commission in relation to new arrangements proposed. It was noted that the proposed changes do not effect Little Birch Parish Council or the Ward area. 
· Strategic Housing: Investment in tackling homelessness and the use of temporary accommodation was discussed, with a focus on support for young people and care leavers. It was noted that funding is being provided partly through central government allocations and partly through borrowing by Herefordshire Council. Members were informed that the implementation of the Renters’ Rights Act is contributing to a reduction in available private rental properties, as some landlords are choosing to sell. In response, Herefordshire Council is exploring opportunities to purchase properties to help maintain housing supply.
· Ivy Bine drainage issues – Drainage ditch does not discharge into an outlet. It was noted that this property is within Much Birch Parish Council boundary. 
· Ward Members have a community grant of £1000 to contribute to support community groups within the Ward area. 


7.3 To review report from Footpaths Officer and resolve any actions arising. 
Parish Footpaths Officer, Chris Fowler, covered the following in his report: 
· Met with an individual from The Dutchy Estate and Angela Martin from Accessible Walks regarding improving the footpaths in the area. Angel advised a report would be sent over in due course regarding criteria to be met. The Dutchy Estate advised they were looking into grant funding from the Forestry Commission. 
· It was noted that public feedback should be obtained regarding the use of Athlestan’s Wood. Chris noted that he had received feedback from the public with concerns of increasing attendance to the area. 
· Chris noted the future desire is for level surfaces to be created around Athlestan’s Wood to be used by with mobility restrictions along with installation of benches. 
· Chris noted the improvements on Ruff Lane and thanked the Clerk and Ward Member for their assistance. However, there are areas that have not been rectified. 
· It was noted the Public Rights of Way Team at Herefordshire Council have offered to lend strimmers for  PFO’s to use and Chris is awaiting an update on this. 
· Chris noted that he was working on the Public Rights of Way grant funding application and will send this for review in due course.
· Chair raised concern of LB18. The landowner had ploughed and planted potatoes in the footpath. Chair advised he had spoken with the landowner regarding this. Chris advised he would follow up with the Public Rights of Way Team at Herefordshire Council regarding the matter. 
· Councillor Dillon raised concerns for fallen tree on LB11. It was advised works to remove the tree would take place in due course.

8. Herefordshire Council 2026/27 Grant Funding
8.1 To review the proposed Annual Maintenance Plan for submission to Herefordshire Council 
It was RESOLVED to submit the Annual Maintenance Plan to Herefordshire Council 

8.2 To receive an update on Drainage Grant funding and agree necessary actions
It was RESOLVED to submit the Drainage Grant Application to Herefordshire Council 

8.3 To receive an update on PROW Grant funding and agree necessary actions 
It was NOTED The Parish Footpath Officer would submit the application for review to the Parish Council in due course 

9 Finance
9.1 To note the Bank Balance as at 30/04/2026 - £11,135.36

9.2 To review and sign bank reconciliation as at 31/03/2026 – 

Clerk provided update on finances for the 25/26 FY. This included the bank balance as of 31/03/2025 of  £4183.09. Income received during the financial year was £14,642.69 and expenditure was £12,905.36.  The reconciled bank balance as at 31/03/2026 was £5,920.42. The bank reconciliation was duly signed by the Chairman. 

9.3 To review and sign bank reconciliation as at 30/04/2026 –

Clerk provided update to advise no payments or receipts were outstanding as at 30/04/2026 and therefore, the bank balance of £11,135.36 was true and proper. The Chair duly signed the bank reconciliation.

9.4 To consider renewing annual insurance cover for £264.00 – It was RESOLVED to proceed with the renewal of the insurance over for the 26/27 year. 

9.5 To note 25/26 internal audit has been sent to FMS Hereford for review  - Noted 

9.6 To note the following receipts: 
9.6.1 25/26 PROW funding reimbursement for £227.72
9.6.2 Precept payment for total of £5000
9.6.3 VAT reclaim for the total of £623.29
The above receipts were NOTED

9.7  To note the following payments made under delegated powers:
9.7.1 Clerk’s April Salary 
9.7.2 PAYE April 2026
9.7.3 Paul Savage (PROW grant funding works) - £227.72
It above payments were NOTED
9.8 To approve the following payments:
9.8.1 Clerk’s salary in line with her contract 
9.8.2 PAYE Contributions 

It was RESOLVED to approve the above payments 

10. Policies – To review and adopt the following policies 
10.1 Standing Orders Regulations 2026-27
10.2 Financial Regulations 2026-27
10.3 Code of Conduct
10.4 Co-option Policy
10.5 Complaints Procedure
10.6 Data Protection Policy
10.7 Freedom of Information Policy
10.8 Asset Register
10.9 Publication Scheme
10.10 IT Policy
10. 11 Reserves Policy 

Councillor Coles raised concern for the commitment of formal IT training for all Councillors. It was RESOLVED to amend the wording to advise guidance and training resources would be provided to Parish Councillors. 

Subject to the amendment to the IT Policy, it was RESOLVED to adopt the above policies. 


11.   To raise future agenda items – no discussion 
It was noted an extraordinary meeting would be required prior to the July meeting to sign of the AGAR forms. 


12.   To note the dates & time of the next meeting on Wednesday 1st July 2026

Meeting concluded at 19:45

Signed……………………

Date……………………. 



