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New Year's Celebratiort

Little Birch Village Hall
8 pm-1am

A3

@88@5
PIRIZE EYE0

Tncke‘r Only Venue £10
14+ Come & have a Great Time

LITTLE BIRCH VILLAGE HALL
FRIDAY 15TH DECEMBER

EYES DOWN AT 7:30PM

Fun for the whole family
Refreshments avaliable

All Proceeds in aid of
St Michael's Hospice Charity # 5111709 & The Village Hall

Wear your Christmas Jumper
Prize for the best one!

Contact Margaret Stringer 07485 209604
Or Julie Green 01981 541080
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Footpaths in Aconbury Woods Join us at the
e ERESY  Aconbury and Little

Birch Footpath Officer, Com VV‘ MV] i+\'{ Ca'Fé

Chris Fowler, has been

busy—renewing and @ Much Birch Community Hall

¥4 also replacing footpath

posts and signs in 7 : , k ‘
Aconbury woods and * B 2%

i Saturday 9 December 2023 [N
officer helped him to | 1000 _ 1230 v

instal the posts and
| gave advice as to ’ and every 2nd Saturday of the month

where would be the : 13 January
best places to site :

P 10 February
9 March

NI oormr¥ them all.

With some additional help from Little Birch Councillor, Nick

Deacon, fifteen new posts are in place and Chris was also

For more information or if you are in need of
transport contact Lydia on 01981 540323 or
socialfabrichotmail.com

able to re-install a broken post.

Public rights of way are now clearly marked. The new posts

will be of great help in identifying the main footpaths so get A local group who want to bring people together,
. . strengthen community links and provide relaxed and fun
your boots on and enjoy our lovely local countryside! events for all ages.

at Much Birch
Community Hall

WALKER'S WALKS
AND PET CARE

Thursday 14 December - A MAN CALLED OTTO 15

Based on the comical and moving #1 New York Times best- ]
. seller, A Man Called Otto tells the story of Otto Anderson, a i
. grumpy widower who is very set in his ways. When a lively
young family moves in next door, he meets his match in
. quick-witted and very pregnant Marisol, leading to an un-
likely friendship that will tum his world upside-down. Expe-
rience a funny, heartwarming story about how some fami-
. lies come from the most unexpected places.
Starring Tom Hanks, Rachel Keller, Manuel Garcia-Rulfo

Tickets £5 (£4 under 16s)

~DBS checked, qualified and insured~

| offer stimulating dog walks and

enriching pet sitting around
Hereford/ Welsh border

Refreshments including hot dogs and ice cream

walkers petcare ((__lf outlook.com available from 7pm

Coming up in January...

07842966678 25/01/2024 MY SAILOR, MY LOVE 12

Fac e b 0 Ok . \E' Walk er's wa l k S an d p et Tickets available in advance or on the door (cash or card payments
accepted)- for further info or to book tickets please email

care muchbirchflicks@ hotmail.com or call 01981 540097

B B SYOILS 3HLNI SXHIIT74 1l

For further information about films and screenings visit
www.artsalive.co.uk




Christmases Past by Revd Mark

We are a bit of a nostalgic nation, as a whole. We do like to
look back and reminisce about Christmas long past when
the weather was cold and the snow lay on the ground.
This is nothing new — even Charles Dickens, when he was
writing, and especially when coming up with A Christmas
Carol, was looking back into the past for inspiration —
especially the idea that London would be snow-filled at
Christmas. We also often have a favourite Christmas. It
might have been because of the best present that we ever
got, or it might be a funny story that is linked with a
flambéed Christmas pudding that was a little over the top.
It is the stories of family and friends that make that
memory remarkable, unforgettable, even if the details

get changed and exaggerated year by year. Undergirding
this though, is the Christian story.

Yes, Christmas can be a time of presents and parties,

of decorations and trees, but it is also a time about God
drawing near, about a child born in a stranger’s house
and laid to sleep in a manger. So amongst the parties
and the noise, the hustle and bustle, make time for God.

A quiet time to remember that story and remember that
God chose not the millionaires and powerful but the
ordinary and the humble to become like one of us to
show us how to live in a complex and difficult world.

Peace and Love and Joy to this Christmas
Revd Mark

Services for December

Sunday 3" December — Advent Sunday

11.00 a.m. at Little Birch — Holy Communion

6.30 p.m. at Much Dewchurch — Advent Carols and
Readings

Sunday 10" December — 2" Sunday of Advent

9.15 a.m. at Much Birch — Holy Communion

11.00 a.m. at Little Birch — Morning Worship

Sunday 17" December - 3" Sunday of Advent

9.15 a.m. at Much Birch — Morning Worship

4.00 p.m. at Little Birch — Carols and Christingle

Thursday 21* December

6.30 p.m. at Much Birch — Carols and Readings for

Christmas with Much Birch Primary School Choir

Sunday 24" — Christmas Eve

3.00 p.m. at Much Birch — Crib Service

11.30 p.m. at Much Dewchurch — Midnight Mass

Monday 25" — Christmas Day

9.15 a.m. at Much Birch — Holy Communion

11.00 a.m. at Little Birch — Holy Communion

Sunday 31* - 1* Sunday after Christmas

10.30 a.m. at Llandinabo — Benefices Holy Communion

Service in Traditional Language

Sunday 7" January 2024

11.00 a.m. at Little Birch — Holy Communion

Remembrance Service in Wormelow

Over 60 people, including children from Much Birch School,
joined the Remembrance Service on the Millenium Green on
Friday 10th November. The service was led by Revd Mark and the
Chair of Herefordshire British Legion led the minute of silence.
Wreaths were laid and the children recited an inspiring poem.
Organiser, Rosemary Righy, was pleased to see so many there.
After the service Trevor, from the Pilgrim Hotel, served coffee,
hot chocolate and biscuits that he had brought to warm all.

Little Birch Parish Facebook Group

JOIN OUR GROUP ON

Find the latest news, events & Facebook

business listings all in one place. You

are welcome to promote your local business,
advertise a local event or post news or information
of interest to the village and local area. Little Birch
Parish Group on Facebook
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WHERE STUDEMNTS BECOME IMUSICIAMNS

Professional Music Teacher

Ideal for heginners of all ages
One to one lessons
Online lessons available
Learn the songs you love

07976 219694

Uplands, Barrack Hill, Little Birch
www.rickhampton.co.uk
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ALLANGAS

: T AND Ol
» Boiler Specialist

» Landlord Inspections

» Heating Installations

» All aspects of domestic gas
» LPG and plumb

» Ex British GasiEng

» Over 30 yeaf% expeﬁ%nce

» Oil Installat%n and S%rvlcmg

T: 01432 2 840491
M:07761 646635 [N

E: allangas@btinternet.com

/\;VORCESTER

Steven Allan

Oftec Reg No: C12495 Gas Safe Reg No: 188939
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DF AS] Village Panto

AS |
Rehearsals are well underway and the cast of local
residents would like to welcome all to our traditional, fun,
family-friendly Panto - a stalwart in the Village calendar for
decades, mixing young and, ever so slightly, older, talent
together. Always a very enjoyable night.

So come along to Little Birch Village Hall and enjoy a fantastic
evening of fun and traditional frivolities — Little Birch style!!!

26th January 7pm 27th January 2pm & 7pm
Tickets £10 per adult £5, 16 and under

They are available from Tonya on 07792 890203

DECOR

SOLUTIONS

tisi@me.com

Painting & Decorating

Tim Jones
Tel 01981 540242
Mob 07810 895355

3 Generations of experience, specialising in

Painting & Decorating services,

General property maintenance duties carried out,

Fully insured, Good competitive rates,

A high standard of workmanship & customer satisfaction
guaranteed.

Mabe’s

will look after your property

Repairs,
Improvements

Renovations
Landscaping
General garden maintenance

Oliver - 07780 718736




We are a friendly local group who are keen and enjoy our im-
aging skills. We are meeting together to set out a program for
next year on Saturday 20th January 2024 from 10-12am.

Venue: Fayre View, Kingsthorne, HR2 8AU

We invite anyone who has an interest in taking photos to
come and join us. You will be made very welcome.

For more information contact Sally Nichol 07803 032928 or
01981 540001

Art and Craft Space

S

Friendly Art and Craft Group
We meet every Thursday afternoon 2 until 4 at Little
Birch Village Hall at the top of Barrack Hill HR2 8AZ
We bring along our own projects and have a monthly
theme. December's theme is CHRISTMAS. Use any art
medium to create Christmas scenes or make cards etc.
Crafters can make decorations, also Christmas scenes,
Christmas presents or anything for Christmas. Feel free
to do your own projects. You don't have to follow the
themes if you would rather do something else.

For more information please contact Sally Nichol tel.
07803 032928 01981 540001

or email sally.nichol@btinternet.com

Mel’s Musings
Rain, rain and more rain. The grass is squelching when |
make my way down to the polytunnel to check my plants
and everything looks miserable and wet.

| decided staying indoors. Making curtains was the order
of the week. We have been living with odd curtains in the
lounge since we moved in 2 years ago and even though my
cupboards are full of curtains, none of them fit. It doesn’t
matter how many times you move, the curtains NEVER

pleased with myself — six curtains, two floor length and all
lined and pattern matched.

Next on the list is calendula cream. We have a friend who
has very dry skin, so | said | would mix Calendula oil and then
make up a pot of cream for him. | dried some of my flowers
from this summer to use. It is a very good moisturiser and
also, purportedly, good for pain relief and inflammation, so a
very useful cream. We shall see if it works. | plan to lather
myself in it to see if it helps old age pains go away!!!!

I must have spent the rest of the month ‘looking for
things’. | regularly lose things; not lose exactly, but can’t
remember in which ‘safe’ place | put them. It took me weeks
to find the new order of de-flea and wormer for the cats,
‘safely’ put away; curtain header tape, that | had just bought
and put in a ‘safe’ place, disappeared for three days. | am
now on the hunt for a knitted hat for a friend’s Christmas
present, that —yes, you have guessed it — was put in a ‘safe’
place. I will find it, eventually. Happy hunting!!

g AJM/A- ~ A¥ g’ -
Email: richard@actonbuilding.co.uk Mob: 07863134329

Local established building company with

over 30 years experience
New builds, extensions, renovations,

barn conversions . Projects taken
from design to occupation. All works

fully guaranteed.

Kitchens and bathroom specialists.
Refurbishment or new installation.

Tiling, wet panels, wet rooms, under
floor heating. Design to completion.

We offer a full green energy service,
from solar pv, battery storage, car
point chargers etc, to air source units,
heat pumps new or retro fitted.

R, Everything accessed and quoted free
of charge.

www.actonbuilding.co.uk Tel: 01989740595
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MERRIVALE FARM MILK HUT
Selling fresh Organic Milk,
Milkshakes, Vegetables, Cakes,
Wagyu Beef and eggs
open 7am to 7pm Monday to
Saturday, 9am to 7pm on Sunday
Available directly from our self
service Farm Shop on the family
farm where they are produced.

Our organic, grass fed Wagyu Cross
beef has been born and raised at
Merrivale Farm. The Wagyu breed
is known for its beautiful marbling
which gives a delicious flavour and
texture to the meat. Available in
mixed boxes starting at £65. Also
individual cuts & packs.

Contact Lucy for more information
on 07974 053804
or email lucymason@hotmail.com
Merrivale Farm Little Birch
Hereford HR2 8BA

Ping’s
Hairdressing
& Barbers

Experienced hairdresser and stylist
located in own salon at Thorn Lodge,
Aconbury Close (old Post Office site).
Home visits can also be arranged.
Weekend and evening appointments
available. Reasonable rates. Fully
C&G and NVQ certified. For appoint-
ments and further information
phone Mobile 07450 343454

Or Home 01981 540876

Items for January newsletter to
editorial@birchesnews.org.uk or paper
copy to Elisabeth Taylor 07854 629193 by

8th December

&

Hereford
Microsuction
Specialist

EAR WAX REMOVAL
It is very common for ears to become blocked with

wax, which leads to discomfort, pain and hearing
loss.

Make an appointment and have your ears checked at :-

The Maple Room
Much Birch Community Centre (next to Drs surgery)
Hereford
HR2 8HT

HOME VISITS ALSO AVAILABLE.

CONTACT:-
Anita Phillips mobile 07930145273




Jobs to Do in the Garden
during December

Writing this in mid November, we have recently seen three
named weather systems ravage parts of the British Isles.
Thankfully Herefordshire has escaped the devastation that
other areas have experienced. We have had a lot rain and
the ground is saturated, so it is best to keep off lawns and
flower and vegetable beds. Hedge trimming can be done,
pruning trees and fruit bushes, and reduce the height of
roses to prevent wind rock.

Many people are reporting bumper crops of fruit this year —

we have a small apple tree that normally struggles to pro-
duce 10 or 12 fruits but this year | picked 50 plus large ap-
ples which | hope will store.

| have recently cut a few sprays of holly which are now in a
bucket of water in the greenhouse. | was surprised at the
huge clusters of berries wrapped around the stems. The
berries left on the trees will be a welcome sight for the
redwings and fieldfares when they arrive, also for our local
blackbirds.

What can we do in December?
*In mild dry weather, and only if necessary, cut the lawn
with blades high leaving 35 — 50 mm of grass.
*Dahlias and Agapanthus left in the ground to over winter
will need a thick mulch of compost and/or chipped bark.
*Move Orchids to an east facing window. Other indoor
plants may benefit from being put in a lighter position but
away from radiators.
*All tender potted plants should be in a greenhouse or
shed by now.
*If not already done, bubble wrap the inside of the green-
house at the beginning of the month.
*Prune climbing roses.
*Protect Figs with fleece.
*Garlic can still be planted
*Vent the greenhouse on warmer days to reduce
condensation.
*Rhubarb can be split. Leave the crowns on the surface so
that they get frosted and then plant out in early Spring.
*Plant blueberries into large tubs containing ericaceous
compost and added drainage material. Blueberries need a
ph of around 4.5.
*Prune established black currants, removing one third of
branches at base.
*Salad crops can be sown in a greenhouse but will be slow
growing due to the low light levels. Watch out for slugs.
Check stored potatoes, and also apples. Dispose of any
rotten potatoes and put rotting apples out for the birds.
*Put out a variety of food for birds — seeds, fat balls, stale
cheese and pieces of apple and pears.
*If you have nest boxes, clean out any previous nests or
thatch and put a small amount of hay, straw or wood
shavings in the bottom before securely re-hanging them.

Derek Scrivens

Kings Thorn and Little Birch
Gardening Club

Our October meeting was a talk by Duncan Coombs of
Pershore College. He is a long term favourite of the club
but sadly attendance was rather low. Those of us who
were there enjoyed a talk about the plants found in sunny
Turkey as well as the many interesting places he visited.

Our November meeting will be held on November 29th
at Little Birch Hall, 7.30pm.

Our very own Nichola Salter is going to tell us about her
Horticultural Years. Nichola had 10 years of commercial
horticulture in Tenbury Wells, Switzerland, Guernsey and
Hereford. She will be giving us lots of tips about propa-
gating and growing clematis. New members and visitors
always welcome.

Our Annual Christmas Social will be held on December
13th at 7pm. There will be a wonderful hot meal, raffle
and entertainment quiz. Members can bring along guests
too.

Any enquiries: Lesley 07834 771838 or Janet 01981
540651

[ he ]olly Gardener A
1 hv}ully( ‘x.nrdvnvrl302@)@1:1}.\”.( om @

Kyle - 07850921889
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PJ Chapman Electrical Limited

Fully qualified electrical engineer
and certified NICEIC Domestic Installer.

Installation work and fault finding.
Paul Chapman 07879 694922
01981 540842

paul22chapman@gmail.com
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MUCH BIRCH
PARISH
COUNCIL

The Parish Council is
seeking to appoint a
new Lengthsman for the
Parish. Duties will
include mowing,
strimming, clearing
ditches and gullies,
digging grips, cleaning
signs, trimming over-
growth of plants and
general minor roads
upkeep and
maintenance. Relevant
experience and
appropriate insurance
are essential.

If you are interested in

applying for the post an
application form can be
obtained by contacting:

Alison Wright
(Parish Clerk)

E mail: muchbirch-

clerk@gmail.com
Tel: 01981 250860

LOCAL GROWN
CHRISTMAS TREES

Traditional Norway Spruce
and Nordman Fir
Assorted sizes freshly cut

Follow Signs in Little Dewchurch
from 1lst December
Or
Phone 21432 340826 to come and select a
growing tree for cutting
closer to Christmas.

Logs to burn! logs to burn!
Logs to save the coal a turn!

Here’s a word to make you wise
When you hear the woodman’s cries.

Beechwood fires burn bright and clear,

Hornbeam blazes too,
If the logs are kept a year

To season through and through.

Oak logs will warm you well
If they’re old and dry,

Larch logs of pinewood smell
But the sparks will fly.

Logs to burn !

Holly logs will burn like wax -
Pine is good, and so is yew You should burn them green.

For warmth through wintry days, Elm logs like smouldering flax,
But poplar and willow too No flame is seen.

Take long to dry or blaze.

Pear logs and apple logs

They will scent your room,
Cherry logs across the dogs
Smell like flowers in bloom.

Birch logs will burn too fast,
Alder scarce at all.
Chestnut logs are good to last

But ash logs, all smooth and grey,
Burn them green or old,

Buy up all that come your way -
They’re worth their weight in gold.
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Much Birch Parish Council

Apologies. October minutes were not in November newsletter.
October and November minutes are below.

October: the Parish Council discussed, and agreed to comments
in regard to two local planning applications: firstly Planning Con-
sultation 232741 — Ash Farmhouse, Tump Lane, Much Birch, Her-
efordshire, HR2 8HP this being, for proposed timber panels, to
which the parish council commented that there were no objec-
tions. Secondly, Consultation 232705 — Bramble Tor,
Kingsthorne, Herefordshire, HR2 8AW this being for a proposed 3
-bedroom dwelling to replace the existing dwelling and associat-
ed works including; demolition of the existing dwelling, relo-
cating the site access and landscaping. The parish council re-
solved to comment about the impact of the proposed new dwell-
ing within the plot and street scene.

There were two further applications which would be discussed at
the November meeting, including application 232807 for 20
dwellings in a field adjacent to Tump Lane and application
232837 for works at a property, Seathwaite in Wrigglebrook
Lane. Extensions to the deadline for comments on both applica-
tions have been obtained.

November: The Parish Council discussed, and agreed to com-

ments, in regard to three local planning applications: firstly Plan-
ning Consultation 232807 — Field adjacent to Tump Lane, Much
Birch, Herefordshire, HR2 8HW this being for 20 dwellings with
associated new access (via Tump Lane), car parking arrange-
ments, communal house, new POS (extension of existing play
area) and new stretches of footpath with passing places (north
and west bound along Tump Lane), to which the parish council
commented that there were no objections, with additional com-
ments. Secondly, Planning Consultation 232837 — Seathwaite,
Wrigglebrook, Kingsthorne, Herefordshire, HR2 8AW this being
for proposed external insulation to all walls and finished with a
light render, proposed oak-framed front porch, replacement side
extension and rear oak-framed sunroom plus external works to
include general consolidation and minor extension of rear ter-
race. The Parish Council commented that there were no objec-
tions to application 232837. The third application discussed was
for Planning Consultation 233091 — The Bank Ladywell Lane,
Wrigglebrook, Kingsthorne, Hereford, Herefordshire, HR2 8AW
this was for a proposed two storey extension to rear of property,
change of use and single extension to barn to provide annexed
accommodation for a dependant relative plus new roofing finish
and ancillary works. The parish council commented that there

‘ were no objections to this proposal but made mention of a refer-
ence to “listed building” consent in the paperwork to clarify, if
applicable. The next Meeting of Much Birch Parish Council is on
Thursday 7" December from 7.30 at the Much Birch Community
Hall. All are welcome to attend.
Much Birch Parish Council Meetings in 2024, Jan 11", Feb 8™,
March 7, April 4™, May 9", June 6™, July 4", No meeting Aug,
Sept 5™, Oct 3™, Nov 7" and Dec 5th
Please see notice boards and website for agendas. The public
and press are welcome to attend the meeting and will have the
opportunity to speak directly to their representatives.

Little Birch Parish Council

At the October meeting it was reported that the over-
growth of foliage on Holy Thorn Lane has been cleared.

Mr Mike Davies stepped down as Chair as he is moving out
of the village. Mr Chris Atkinson agreed to be Chair.

Best wishes for the future to Mike and Mara Davies.

The next meetings of Little Birch Parish Council with be on
December 6th and January 3rd 2024 at 7.30pm in
Little Birch Village Hall.

Little Birch Parish Councillors
Cllr Steve Coles Clir Tom Palfrey
ClIr Chris Atkinson ClIr Nick Deacon
Neil Barrington, clerk Ibpcclerk@gmail,com
Website www.littlebirchparishcouncil.org

WEAR SOMETHING BRIGHT (or carry a torch)
GET YOURSELF NOTICED A seasonal safety reminder

Much Birch Parish Councillors

Clir Alison Cook (Chair) Jasmine Cottage, Wrigglebrook Lane,
Kingsthorne HR2 8AW, thecooks@wyenet.co.uk

01981 540703

Cllr Andrew Crum Tan-y-coed, Barrack Hill, Kingsthorne,

HR2 8AX, a.crum@btinternet.com 01981 540002

Clir Roisin Burge The Old Hall, Barrack Hill, Little Birch

HR2 8AX roisinburge@hotmail.com 01981 540724

Clir Chris Pickering-Grey 4 Court Farm Barns, Much Birch
HR2 8HT chris@pickering-grey.uk 07712 813218

Clir Joseph Goldsmith Quantock House, Hollybush Lane,
Much Birch, HR2 8HX josephagoldsmith@hotmail.com
07967 728590

Clir Michael Agyeman Little Willow, Wrigglebrook,
Kingsthorne HR2 8AU 01981 540840
magyeman92@gmail.com

Parish Clerk Mrs Alison Wright Longfield House, Gooses
Foot, Kingstone HR2 9NE muchbirchclerk@gmail.com
01981 250860

Minutes of meetings www.muchbirchparish.org.uk.
https:twitter.comMuchBirchPChttps://www.facebook.co/
groups/Much.Birch.Parish

Footpath Officers
If you have any queries about footpaths, contact:
Little Birch and Aconbury: Chris Fowler
chrisfowlerl @hotmail.co.uk 07931 292998

Much Birch including Kingsthorne: David Irwin
david.irwinl3@btinternet.com 07766 135068
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STOTT PILATES’

JO manithew cosroa

Little Dewchurch hall: M

Monday 10am, 11:15am Alison Allan

Wednesday 7pm
Thursday 9:30am

My number: 07947 011707
Email: alisonpilates2016@gmail.com

Hope Spring eCards

Anniversaries Birthdays Christmas
Easter Father’s Day Mother’s Day
New Year Valentine’s Day

Coda s i

Send greetings for any occasion online
INSTANTLY!

www.HopeSpringeCards.co.uk

Advent wreaths are an old tradition dating back to the Middle
Ages, but Advent candles were introduced in 1600s, one for

each week of Advent.

Advent Calendars: People drew 24 chalk lines on their door and rubbed one off each day through Advent until the
early 19th century when the first printed advent calendars appeared in Germany. Calendars with doors were first
made from 1920s. The first chocolate Advent calendar was sold in 1958. Above: German Advent Calendar from 1953. *
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THE MASONS AT MERRIVALE

It’s a year since I've written — no excuses — | just never got around
to it. Last winter wasn’t too bad for us as we didn’t have much
snow or frost to cause problems. We did, however, have to buy in
a lot of feed for the cows due to last year’s drought. A depressed
organic milk price from our Co-op meant rather lean times.

Looking on the bright side though, the cows went out to grass on
February 14™ as the weather was so good. | say ‘go out to grass’
but there really wasn’t much of that for them to eat, so it was
mainly a ‘jolly’ for them to be out in the sun & fresh air during the
day. They were only out for a couple of weeks as it then turned
wet & they needed to be in so they didn’t damage the pastures.
Having just checked the photos on my phone, | see it snowed on
10™ March so we had a late touch of winter then.

The cows went out again in late March during the day, then day
and night from mid April. The weather was beautiful for those few
weeks and | remember hoping it wouldn’t turn into a drought as
last year. | obviously needn’t have worried about that as we’ve
experienced one of the wettest summers for the last few years.

Whatever the weather we have to make conserved feed for the
cattle over the winter. We made hay first in gorgeous sunshine at
the end of May and took four cuts of grass silage, early May, late
June, late July and early October. All cuts were snatched between
wet spells apart from the October one when the weather was
beautiful. With a wholecrop cut taken in early August, this year
we have loads of feed in store to last us through the winter.

Our big event of the year was to take part in Open Farm Sunday, a
national event on 10" June. We had an amazing response and
were pleased we made the decision to limit numbers to 250 as we
couldn’t have coped with more. We were delighted to have
shown so many folks around the farm and give them an insight to
how we do things. Visitors are always fascinated when seeing the
milking robots for the first time. A big thank you to all the
volunteers who helped us to make it such a success.

The milk hut on the farm has enjoyed a steady trade in it’s second
year. We opened a second machine at Legges on Aylestone Hill,
Hereford in February which has also proved popular. It's been
good to add cheeses & butter to our offerings at Merrivale, all
produced by the Organic Herd, the Co-op to which we sell the
bulk of our milk. There are other products that we’d like to add
but time & finances limit this at the moment.

Bob & | are still busy with the vegetables. The challenges with
vegetable growing vary each year but this one was definitely
weeds, they loved the wet.

There has been a much greater challenge for us this year, which
you will no doubt hear many farmers talking about, that challenge
is Tuberculosis. In our area, and the majority of the UK, all herds
have to be tested for TB every 6 months. This is done to identify
any animal in the early stages of contact with the disease.
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The test involves injecting every animal on the farm over 42 days
old with 2 injections into the neck. One is avian tuberculin and
the other is bovine tuberculin. If a large lump appears as a reac-
tion to the bovine tuberculin the animal is classed as a reactor
and is slaughtered. On finding a reactor in the herd, any animal
movements on or off the farm are heavily restricted until two
further tests have been carried out that are clear. We can still
sell our milk as usual as there is no risk of contracting TB from it.

The government have introduced a new, more sensitive test in
the last few years called a Inerferon Gamma test. One of the
factors that triggers this is a new infection in a herd. This test
involves taking a blood sample from every animal over 6 months
on the farm.

We have had this test twice. After the first test 2 years ago 46
animals tested positive, were taken from the farm and slaugh-
tered. They were mainly in-calf milking cows, the creme de la
creme of our herd. However, being told that this test was de-
signed to remove any underlying problems within the herd we
optimistically hoped that this would help us in the future with
regards to any further outbreaks. This is further helped by us
being a closed herd for over 20 years, meaning we don’t our
young in calf cows. | can’t quite describe how this result made us
all feel. These girls aren’t just cows to us, they’re our mates, our
work colleagues and the reason we get up early in the morning.
To lose such a big number, not once but twice has been abso-
lutely devastating and the emotional effect on all of us is mas-
sive. We're just grateful we have our family around us to share
the load.

The one thing the tests have proven on our farm is that it’s not
cattle that are the problem, this disease is coming from else-
where. It seems that the disease is now widespread in the deer
population around us which has multiplied massively since
COVID. Will we ever be free of this??

Being very short of cows having lost nearly one third of our milk-
ing herd, Bob & | flew to Denmark in early October to buy some
in calf heifers. Why Denmark you may ask? It is a TB free country
so eliminated the risk of buying the disease back into our herd
together with other disease risks we could eliminate as they
have ‘high herd health’.

After gaining the necessary licences to move them, the outcome
of this was the delivery of 33 Organic in calf heifers to Merrivale
on October 19™. They had a 27 hour trip by lorry from Northern
Denmark. On arrival they looked amazing, the care on their jour-
ney obviously having been of the highest standard. Three of
these heifers have now calved and are being given wonderful
Danish names as they do. So we move on in hope. The world is a
grim place at the moment and our trials are nothing compared
to others. As always, we are grateful to be where we are and
thank everyone for their support.

Merry Christmas & all the best for 2024. Sue VAM
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Gardening Club Wed 29th Nov 7.30 LBVH p7 LBPC
meeting Wed 6th 7.30 LBVH p9
Coffee & Books Thurs 7th 10-12 LBVH p12
MBPC meeting Thurs 7th 7.30 MBCH p9

Community Café Saturday 9th MBCH p2

Gardening Club Christmas Social 13th 7pm p7
Flicks in the Sticks Thurs 14th MBVH p2
Christmas Bingo Fri 15th Dec 7.30 LBVH p1
Coffee & Books 16th 10-12 LBVH p12

New Year’s Celebration 31st 8pm-1am pl

Art& Craft Space Thursdays 2-4 LBVH p5

Advertising Rates
11 editions per year (no August newsletter)

1/16 page £4.20 per issue or £42 per year
1/8th page £4.80 perissue or £48 per year

Ya page £5.40 per issue or £54 per year

% page £9.60 per issue or £96 per year
Payment by BACS through Santander
Account Name Little Birch Village Hall
Sort Code 09-01-54 A/C No. 65493289
Put your business name as reference

:+ Coffee Morning With

e Book Exchange

Thursday 7th & Saturday 16th
December 10.00am-12.00 noon

Little Birch Village Hall

Come and enjoy a cup of tea or
coffee, some cake or biscuits.

Make new friends or catch up with
old friends. Take a book, leave a
book, or both. Exchange recommen-
dations for a good read. Families
and well behaved dogs all welcome

We look forward to seeing you

Free Compost! There is a lot of waste material, grass etc, in
Much Birch Churchyard under the tree to left of the shed. You are
welcome to bring bags and a shovel and help yourselves.

Defibrillator Locations

IN A LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCY CALL 999

AEDs available to use locally for those experiencing
sudden cardiac arrest. A defibrillator is an easy to
use, medical device that analyses the heart’s rhythm
and, if needed, delivers an electrical shock
(defibrillation) to help the heart establish an
effective rhythm.

Allensmore Locks Garage

Backney on the garage wall at Market Gardens
Cottage

Bridstow on the outside of the village hall

Garway on the wall outside the Garway Moon pub
Harewood End at Harewood End Inn on outside of
the pub at the back in the beer garden.

Little Birch on the outside of the village hall
Llanwarne on the wall by steps leading up to the
village hall

Much Birch on the outside of the church hall

Much Dewchurch outside Steiner School, first
building after the church

Peterstow at the Yew Tree pub

Sellack on the outside of the parish hall

(key code needed)

St Weonards old BT phone box off the A466
between the church and Forge Cottage

Wormelow at the Cricket Club &Carrot & Wine shop
Wilton on wall at the BP garage on the roundabout
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